
PROPOSED CONSTITUTION OF THE b,W i-\REA STUC'ENT COMr,:;ITTEE FOR THE ABOLITION OF THE 

H~USE CO~IIMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTiviTIES. 

PREAMBLE: STATEMENT OF CREED. (TO BE hDOPTED) 

, ARTICLE I. PURPOSES OF THE ORGANIZATION. 

1) To OPPOSE THE EXIGTENCE OF THE HOUSE COMMITTeE ON UN-AMERICAN .ACTIVITIES ON THE 

BASiS OF ITS I NFRI~~EMENT OF T~E RIGHTt GUARANTEEP TO ALL CITIZENS UNDER THE 
CONSTITUTION AND Ti--iE BILL--O 'F RIGHTS, -AND TO 'NOR:< FOR THE ABOLITION OF THIS COM­

MITTEE BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

2) To WORK FOR iHE PRESERVATI6N OF CIVIL LIBERTIES FOR ALL AND TO FIGHT ANY AB­

RIGEMENT OF THE FREE!)OMS GUARANTE:ED ALL AMERICAN CITiZENS UNDER THE CONSTITU­

TION AND THE BILL OF RIGHTS. 

3) To PRESENT THE TRUTH ASO:U--T' THE STUDENT DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST THE HOUSE COMivlIT­

TEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES IN SAN FRANCISCO ON MAY 12-14, 1960. 

4) To RAISE FUNDS To DEFRAY 'THE' REMAINING EXPENSES OF THE TRIAL OF ROBERT MEisEN­
BACH . 

5) To ENCOURAGE THE FORMATION OF OTHER STUDENT CIVIL LI CERTIES ORGANIZATIONS ON 

CAMPUSES THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY. 

ARTICLE I I. DEFINITION OF MEM OERSHIP. 

1) THE BODY OF THIS ORGANIZATtO~ ShALL CONSIST OF ALL ITS MEMBERS. 

A) A MEMBER OF T~tS aRGANIZATION SHALL BE ANY pERSON WHO. HAS PAle AN INITIAL 

MEMBERSH IP FEE OF ( 2 . 00 TO THE TREASUR~R AND ~HO SUBSCPIBES TO THE PUR­

POSES AS ENUi,lEP.ATF.D IN r.RT ICLE I. 

ARTICLE III. POWERS OF THE i.EMaER ~: H I P . 

1) THE MEMBERSHIP o.F THIS ORGANIZATIoN SHALL RETAIN THE RIGHT TO MAKE ALL DECI­

SIONS OF THE GROUP EXCEPT IN THOSE CASES ~HERE SUCH A RI~HT HAS BEEN SPECI­

FICALLY GRANTED TO OFFICERS OR COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN BY THIs CONSTITUTION OR BY 

THE MEMBERSHI P. 

A) A MEMBER MAY VOTE AT ALL MEETINGS UNLESS HE IS MORE THAN TWO MoNTHS IN AR­

REARS OF HIS DUES. 

B) A NEW MEMBER SHALL ASSUME THE RldHTSOF MEMBERSHIP ONE WEEK AFTER THE 
TREASllRER SUBMITS THE APPLICANT'S NAt,lE To THE MEMBERSHIP. THE CHAIRMAN 

SHALL :NTRODUCE ALL NEIN V6TING MEi,18ERS TO THEMEMBEr.SHlp I MMEDIATELY AF;'" 

TER CALLING THE MEETING TO ORDER. 

C) THE MEMBERSHIP SHALL HAVE THE POWER TO. ELECT TEMPORARY SPOKESMEN FOR THE 

ORGANIZATIoN AND LIASON REPRESENTAT IVES TO. OTHER ORGANIZATIONS. 

0) T~E MEMBERSHIP MAY ELECT TEMPORARY ADMINiSTRATIVE OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE 

CHAIr.MEN IN " CHARGE OF SPECIFIC PROJEC'TS, ' AT \'/HICH TIME THE DUTIES o.F SUCH 

OFFI CEPS ShALL BE DEFI rJED. 

c:) I 'N THE EVE'NTOF THE VAC'ATI ON OF ANY PERfvlANENT OFFICE, THE r;IEr"iBERSHIP SHAll 

ELECT A TEMPORARY REPLACEMENT TO SERVE UNTIL THE NEXT REGULAR ELECTION. 



ARTICLE IV. ~EETINGS OFT~E CRG AN IZATION. 

1) THERE SHALL BE riEEKLY ' .;[ETII" GS OF THE ORGANIZATION AT A TIME, PLACE AND EVE­

NI r~G OF THE I!lEEK DETER"il NED BY THE MEi"lBERSHI p. 

ARTICLE V. NATURE OF THE STE~RING COMMITTEE. 

1) AT THE TIME OF THE APPROVAL OF THIS CONSTITUTION, A STEERING COMMITTEE SHALL 

BE CONSTITUTED TO CONSIST OF THE FOLLOItJlNG PERMM,!EIJT OFFICES: CORRESPONDING 

SECRETARY, RECORDING SECR£TARY, TREASURER, AND ADMI~!ISTP.ATIVE OFFICERS IN 

CHARGE OF FORUM, FUND RAISING, LITERATURE, PU~LICATIONS AND SECRETARIAT. 

2) THE MEMBERSHIP, BY CONSTITUTIONAL A["ENDMENT, MAY ESTABLISH ADCITIOI'J/IL PERMA­

NENT OFFICES DHIC~ SHALL BE PART OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE. 

3) AT THE, TIME OF THE REGULAR ELECTION, THE MEi,1BERSHIP SHr,LL ELECT A CHAIRMAN 

FROM THOSE CFFICERS ON THE STEERING COMl\ilTEE AS ENU~;1ERATED IN ARTICLE V. SEC­

TION 1. TO SERV~ UNTIL T~E NEXT REGULAR ELECTIONS. THE DUTIES OF THE CHAIR­

L:AN SHALL C;C AS FOLLOWS: 

A) HE SHALL PREPARE AN AGENDA FOR THE MEET I '!G. 

8) HE SHALL CHAIR THE MEETING. 

c) HE SHALL DE RESPONSIBLE FOR OOTAINING A QUORUM AT ALL 

"/ ~frY':J-) ~ ~~-~ '~hv~ 
ARTICLE VI. DUTIES OF THE OFFIC~~S. 

J 
MEET I NGSJ 

-r 

1) EACH PERL1ANENT OFFI CER, TE: 1PORARY OFFI CCR AND COI'JlMI TTEE CHAI Ri l AN SHALL r,IAI{E 

vIEEI<LY rlEPORTS ON HIS ACT'lVI T I EG AND PRO,) ECT S \"1-' I CH S HALL C E APPROVED BY THE 

1v1 Efvl B E R S HIP. 

2) THE FOLLOVlI NG AFlE THE CUTI ES OF TI :E PERtiAI\!ENT OF'FI CE ns ON THE STEeRI NG CO M­

MITTEE: 

A) CORRESPONDING SECRETARY. 

A) SHALL ' BE RE S PorJSI GLE FOR ALL CORRESPONDENCE ' oF THE ORG A NIZATION EX­

CEPT FOH THAT COR ',ESPONDENCE "tHICH FALLS INTO THE AREA OF ACTIVITY 

OF ONE OF THE OTHER OFFICE::: S OR COM i.I ITTEE CHAIRMEN. 

8) RECORDING SECRETARY. 

A) SHALL RECORD THE MINUTES OF ALL MEETINGS. 

B) SHALL READ THE MI ;J UTEG of THE pnEVl ::JUS MEETING AT ALL i'/IEET1NGS OF 

THE OROANIZATIOM. 

C) TREASURER. 

A) SHALL. BE RESPONSiBLE FOP. THE FINAIJC ES OF TI'-IE ORG/'NIZATION. 

1) SHALL DISPENSE FUNDS FOR ALL PROJECTS AND EXPENSES APPROVED 

DY THE flEM8E:RSHI p. 

2) SHALL DISPENSE FUNes ONLY FOR PROJECTS AND EXPENSES APPROVED 

BY THE MEMBERSH1P~ 

PAGE 7','-10 



B) SHALL CE RESFONf.1 BLE [:OOR THe REcorD OF PAYMENTS OF r.1 EMBERSHI P FEES 

AND DUES. 

1) SHALL ANNOUNCE THE NAf.lE OF EACH APPL I CANT FOR i.1 EM8ERSHI P NO 

1'"IORE THAN ONE WECK AFTER RECEiViNG SAID APPLICArJT's MEMBERSHIP 

FEE. 3UCH AN~OUNCEMENT SHALL BE THE FIRST ITEM IN THE TREA-

SURER1S WEEKLY REPonT. 

2) SHALL I NFORM BY· tviA I L ALL MEMBERS \'!HOSE DUES ARE TWO MONTHS IN 

ARREARS WITHIN .THE FIRST WEEK OF EACH MONTH . 

D) ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER IN CHARGE OF FORUM. 

A) SHALL PLAN AND APPROVE ALL SPEAK J NG EN GA GCi\1 EinS AND prWGRAMS ON 

BEHALF OF THE ORGANIZATION. 

~) SHALL SUBMIT ALL ~lAJI)R PROJECTS FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE MEMBERSHIP . 

E) ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER IN CHARGE OF FU~JD RA ISI N G. 

A) SHALL PLAN AND EXEC~TE ALL FUND RAISING A CTIVITIES APPROVED BY THE 

M Eiv'IBE~SI- : 1 p. 

F) ADr.J1 NI STRAT I VE OFFI CER IN CHP,nGE OF II TERI\TL'RE. 

A) SHALL BE I N CHARGE OF THE DISTRI6UT I ON AND PUBLICITY OF ALL ITEM S 

OF LITERATURE APPROVED BY THE . MEM BERSHIP. 

G ) PI OM I N 1 ST nAT I V E 0 F F ICE r I N C ~ i ARC E 0 F . PUB L I C h T I ON S • 

A) SHALL D E tN CHAR GE OF n .. ::: P RODUCTION OF ALL PUBLICATIONS APPROVED 

BY THE i'l; Ei.IEJE nr::H I p. 

H) A OM I N 1ST RA T I V E 0 F F , C E r. I r; C I ! A R G E 0 F THE SEC RET A R I AT. 

ARTICLE VII. 

A) SHALL D E IN CHARGE OF PROV I DING SECRETARIAL AS S ISTA N CE ON PROJECTS 

A P P RO V E O BY THE t,1 Ef 1 C E R S HlP . 

B) SHALL DE ItJ C:-lA r GE OF ALL MEr:IBERSHr.p Arw NATfoNAL r,iAILPJCS. 

EL E C T l o t·] S • 

1) EL E C T I ON S 0 F P E RH A f\! EN T 0 F F ICE R S S HAL L 0 E HE LOS EM I - ANN U ALL YOU RING THE FIR S T 

\'JEEK OF JANUARY M ·le jV;AY. TI- :E ADM I N I STR/>.TIVE OFFICER IN CHARGE OF THE SECRE-

TARIAT SHALL ANN OUNCE THESE ELECTIONS BY A M AILlt~G T O ALL VOTll·.JC f. iEMBERS. 

SUCH A NNO UNC~MENT S SHALL BE MAILEC NINE DAYS BEFORE THE MEE TING AT ~H ICH THE 

ELECT IONS Sl- lALL BE H e LD. 

2) ALL PERMANENT AND TEMPORARY OFFICERS, co r.1j.lITTEE CHAIR f.1 EN, TEM POR ARY SPOKESMEN 

AND LIASON REPRESENTATIVES SHALL 8E ELECTED BY A MA~ORITY OF VOTING MEMBERS 

PRESEtH. 

ARTICLE VIII. ll hi ITATIOl·JS OF FO \'J ERS. 

1) ALL PERr-IlAf\!ENT AI' 0 TEi,lPORARY OFFI CERS, COMi.ll 1 TTEE CHAt r:r.1EN , TD.1POR AR V SPOI<ESM!:: N 

AND LIASON REPRESE NTATIVES CHA LL GE SUOJECT TO A VOTE OF CO N FIDENCE BY THE 

ME1,18 ER SH J p . 

2) I'll TH r.: nCQUEST FOR A VOTE OF CONFI DEr l C C B Y T E r.J PCR CErn OF T H E VOTll ·!G r.1E i,JO ER-. 

SHIP, THE ADM INISTRATiv e OFFICER I N CHARGE OF THE SECRl::T Ar IAT SHALL ANNOUNCE 

BY A SPECIAL r.JAILING TO ALL VOTING LID,I OERS THAT SUCH A VOTE V'J ILL BE TM<OJ. 

SUCH ANNOUNCEMEN T SHALL BE MAl LED Nt NE DAYS DEFORE THE MEET I NG AT \' /Hf CH SUCH 

A V OTE GHALL BE TAI<EN. 

3) A VOTE OF CONFIDEtJCE SHALL REQUI~E A ~ ,l AJO f( ITY OF THE VOTI NG 1:1EMBERS PRESE N T. 

THIS CONSTITUTIoN AND ITS BVLA~S sHALL S UP ER CEDE THE PREVI C US CONSTITUTION AND 

t TS 8VLA\" S r .tl Tl"1 THE EXCEPT 1 O N 0 F /IRT I CLE I, Se CT ION 1, SUB-SECT I ON B 0 F THE 

PREVIous CONSTITUTION \"H/CH SET TH E BEG I NNII'!G DATE FOR DETERiIlIl"J/\ TION OF DUES 

IN ARrEARS. THE r :REVl o us OECIS10IJ OF THE t.1Et,lBERSH lp TO EST I:GLISH DUES AS 

FI FTV CENTS PER M ONTH SHALL BE RESPECTED . 

THE RESULTS OF TI- IE LAST ELECTION OF OFFICERS BEFORE THE A DOPTION OF THIS 

CONSTITUTION SH A LL B E RESPECTED AS THEY PERTAIN TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE 

STEERING CO :Ilr.l ITT EE AS DEFlt~ ED I I'J A RTtCL;: V. S ECTION 1 OF THE CONSTITUTI ON . 

ELECT I QNS FOR ALL VACA N C I ES \"H I CH EX I C T ON THE STEER I r·JG Corv1[v'; I TTEE SHALL BE 
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HELD ON THE DATE OF ADOPTIoN O F THE COI ~ STJTU T IOt-J. 

SHALL 8ERVE urnl L THE {'lEXT R !:G ULAR ELECTION. 

THO S E OF F ICER S EL~CTED 

6) T His 0 11 G A N I Z A T ION S HA L L BE e 0 V E I1I'J ED BY STU R GIS t ST A N DA R D Co DE 0 F PAR L I AM EN-

TARY PROCEDURE AT ALL MEET I NGe E~<CEPT I N THO~E CASES ,"'HERE' TIS CONTRARY TO 

THE CONSTITUTICN AND BYLA WS. 

5) ALL ADDITIOI'ML PERMANENT OFFICES SHALL BE ESTJ\,GLISI-lED BY AMENDI,lENT TO THE 

CONSTITUTION. SUCH PROPOSED AMENDM ENTS SHALL INCLUDE THE DUTIES OF THE 

ADDITIONAL OFFICER. 

3) ApPROVAL OF THE CONSTITUTION AND ITS BYLA~S SHALL BE BY T~O-THIROS OF THE 

VOTING MEMBERS PRESENT. 

4) AMENDMENT OF THE CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS SHALL BE BY T\"10 THIRDS OF THE VOTING 

MEr.1BERS PRESENT. THE ADMI NSTRAT I VE OFFI CER IN Cl-!ARGE OF THE SECRETARI AT SHALL 

PRESENT THE TEXT OF ALL PROPOSeD AM E Nm,1ENTS TO THE CONST I TUT ION A N D BYLAVJS 

TO ALL VOTING MEMBERS THROUG~ A SPECIAL MAILING~ SUCH ANNOUNCEMENT SHALL BE 

MAILED NINE DAYS BEFORE THE ~,1EETIf'J G AT V'HICH SUCH PROPOSED AM ENDM ENTS SHALL 

BE , DEC IDEO UPON. 

/~~ ~} ~ OF THE MEMB e RSHip SHALL 8E TV!ENTV pER CENT OF ALL VOTING i.1 EM B ERS. 

g ) CONDUCT OF THE MEETINGS SHALL BE AS FOLLOWS: 

A) CALL, OF THE r.1 EETI NG TO ORDER. 

8) ANNOUNCElvl CNT OF NE'.'l VoT I NG r , l [M 8EnS~ 

C) READING AND APP ~ OVAL O~ THE M I NUTES ' of TRtPREVI ~ US M EETING. 

D) REPORTS BY EACH PERf-..:AN ENT AND TEMPORARY OFFI CER, CO MM I TTEE 'CHAt RMAN, TEM­

PORARY S'POI<EShIAN AND L I AS O N n EPRESE l'jT A T1 VE ;\ND APPROVAL BY THE M Er.i8ER­

SHIP OF EACH REPORT. 

E) OLD BUSINESS. 

,F) [~ EW BUS I NE GS. 

G) ADJ OURNH E NT. 

' 9) THE ' AGENDA-MAY S !!: 'CHANGED AT THE DISCRETION of THE CHAIRMAN f' ITH THE APPRO V AL 

OF A M AJOR I TY 0 F 'THE VCT I NG ~, :EMeERS PRESENT. 

10) AT THE REQUEST OF TEN PER C EN ~ OF THE M EM SERSHIP, THE CHAIRMAN SHALL CALL 

AN EMERGENCY M~ ETING OF THE M EM BERSHIP. No SUCH MEETI N G SHALL TAKE PLACE 

UNTIL AT LEAST A f·,IAJORITY OF THE VOTING tvl Eb1 8ERS HAVE L ECN INFC RI':lED AND UN­

TIL THE~HAIRMAN OR HIS REPRESENTATIVE HAS ' ATTEMPTED TO CONTACT ALL VOTING 

MD.18ERS AT LEAST TV'! ENTY- r-OUr. HOURS I N ADVANCE OF THE i.1EETI ~'JG. 

11) AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CH t, lrH.i AN, \"!ITH THE APPR OVAL OF A MAJO R ITY OF THE 

VOTI NG M ZM BERS PRESE N T, THE DATE, TJr,1 E OR Pl.ACE UF THE ~, IEXT M EETI NG MAY BE 

CH AN GED. No SUCH MEETING SHALL TAKE PLACE UNTIL AT LEAST A MAJoriTY OF THE 

VOTING M EMBERS HAVE BEEN INFORflED AND UNTIL T H E CHAI RM AN OR HIS REPRESENT­

ATIVE HAS ATTEMPTED TO C0 NTACT ALL VOTING M EMC ERS AT LEAST FO R TY-EIGHT HOURS 

IN ADV /\ NCE OF THE r, l EETING. 

* B YLA WS N OT N ECESSARILY LI S TED I N O RDER. PROPER O ~ DER DESIC NATED BY NUMBER 

IN PARENTHESIS. 
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REPHRASING OF PROPOSED CONSTITUTION. (FOR PURPOSES OF CLARIFICATION ONLY.) 

ARTICLE V. SECTION 1): ADD A COMMA AFTER WpUBLICATIONS" (ELIMINATES AMBIGUITY) 

SECTION 2): STRIKE ", BY CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT," (NOTION PRECISELY 

STATED IN BYLAW 5) 

ARTICLE VI. SECTION 2) C., A) 1) AND 2): COMBINE 1) AND 2) TO READ: 

1) SHALL DISPENSE FUNDS FOR ALL PROJECTS AND EXPENcES APPROYED BY 

THE MErvlBERSHI P AND ONLY FOR PROJECTS AND EXPENSES APPROVED BY 

THE MEMBERSHiP. (ELIMINATES REDUNDANCY) 

ARTICLE VI. SECTION 2) C., B) 1) AND 2): REPHRASE TO READ AS FOLLOWS: 
1) SHALL SUBMIT TO THE MEMBERSHIP, AS THE FIRST ITEM OF HIS WEEK­

LY TREASURER'S REPORT, THE NAME OF EACH APPLICANT FOR MEMBER­

SHiP WHO HAS GIVEN THE TREASURER HIS MEMBERSHIP FEE IN THE pER­

IOD SINCE THE LAST TREASURER'S REPORT. 

2) SHALL INFORM BY MAIL, WITHIN THE FIRST WEEK OF EACH MONTH, ALL 

~ EMEERS WHOSE DUES HAVE BECOME TWO MONTHS IN ARREARS SINCE THE 

PREVIOUS MONTH. (INCREASES CLARITY) 

ARTICLE VI. SECTION 2) D., B): ADD AFTER "MAJOR PROJECTS:" "IN HIS ADMINISTRATIVE 

AREA" (ELIMI NATES AMB IGUITV) 

ARTICLE VI I. SECTION 1: ADD "AT LEAST" AFTER nSHALL BE MAILED" (ELMINATES AMBIGUITY) 

ARTICLE VI I I. SECTION 2: S AME CORRECTION AS ABOVE (SAME REASON) 

BVLAIIJ 1): CHANGE liAS" TO "AT" IN LAST SENTENCE. (INCREASES CLARITY) 

BYLAW 2): CHANGE ~THE CONSTITUTION" TO "THIS CONSTITUTION" IN FIRST AND SECO ND SENT­

ENCES (MORE PRECISE) 

BVLAW 3): SAME CHANGE IN FIRST SENTENCE (SAME REASON) 

BYLAW 4): ADD "AT LEA ST" AFTER "SHALL BE MAILED" IN LAST SENTENCE (SAME REASON AS A­

BOVE. 

BVLAI'J S): ADD AFTER C) :"D) GENERAL ANNOUNCE hi ENT'S.1I AND MOVE LETTERS DOWN ON THE ITEMS , 

OF THE PROPOSED AGENDA WHICH FOLLO D. (TO CONFORM TO THE ACCEPTED PROCEDURE 

IN THE GENERAL MEMBERSHip MEETINGS AND THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETINGS UN­

DER THE OLD CONSTITUTION.) 
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